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REOPENING of CHURCHES 

W e continue to receive steady numbers of visitors coming 
to Holy Cross for private prayer. All the church opening 

times in the diocese can be found HERE as more churches  
receive approval to move forward. Our sincere thanks to 
those who have attended training and served as stewards at 
Holy Cross. Unfortunately, we will not be opening St Mary’s 
church just yet, but it has been good to see parishioners 
from the St Mary’s end of the parish praying at Holy Cross. 
You will have heard in the News that the Prime Minister has 
permitted churches to start resuming public Services from 
4th July, next Saturday. This cannot mean that everything 
returns to normal. Churches must have been risk-assessed 
and passed to be open for private prayer before they can 
take this extra step, and even then it must be with extreme 
caution. After all, how would we feel if a new outbreak were 
found to be centred on one of our churches? Please look 
out for Email Updates during the week, and we will set out a 
plan to begin small-scale Services in the parish, at Holy Cross. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

O fficial advice has now been received that First Commun-
ions should be delayed at least until the Autumn, but 

we recognise that this weekend would have seen the re-
maining groups of our First Communion children receiving 
the Sacrament for the first time. Once again in our streamed 
and recorded Sunday Mass there will be recognition of this. 
Please keep the children and their families in your prayers. 

Ss PETER &PAUL 
Today we celebrate the feast of two of the great founding-
Fathers of the Church, Ss Peter and Paul. Faced with the 
challenges of their day and bringing their widely differing 
skills to bear (and often humanly displaying their weakness-
es too), they prayed for God’s guidance—much as we must 
as we adjust to the strange challenges of the present day. 

Peter we know as the rugged fisherman, a man with no  
formal education, honest and blunt. He said what he saw, 
and so often what he saw was only a part of the picture, and 
he would find himself reprimanded by Jesus for his lack of 
faith, or for having ways which were not God's ways but 
man's. This is the man who would try to talk Jesus out of 
going to the cross, only to hear Our Lord's greatest rebuke 
of all: "Get behind me, Satan!" And yet, he is the man too 
who, in today's Gospel, would declare: "You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God"—though later he would deny he 
even knew him, his Faith silenced by fear. He is a man with 
whom we can identify when we fail—one familiar with such 
failure himself, yet never beaten by it, always ready and 
willing to try again and to learn from the mistakes of old.  

Paul, on the other hand, is from quite a different social class. 
A Pharisee, a man of great learning and intellect, familiar 
with the ancient Law of Moses and ready to persecute to 
the death anyone who would threaten the way of life which 
that Law laid out for them. Whilst Peter generally found  
respect on his travels in that however often he might fall his 
actions were always motivated by the greatest integrity, 
Paul on the other hand met with constant suspicion that his 
conversion to the "Way" might just be a means of  
infiltrating the group of believers, a sinister form of betrayal. 
He is the man who had to be hustled out of Jerusalem lest 
his presence in the community cause a riot. And again, he is 
a man with whom we can identify when we feel mis-
understood—one who would try and try again to prove his 
sincerity, but always for the good of others. 

Both of these were Christ's servants, each an 'apostle' called 
to bring the Good News of Jesus: one to the Jewish  
converts, and the other to the pagans. Filled with the Holy 
Spirit, each would endure terrible sufferings and unjust  
imprisonment for the Holy Name of Jesus, both driven on by 
the inner certainty that nothing this life could bring to 
them—not even death itself—could separate them from the 
love of the one whom they served. 

And we, too are God's unlikely choice of followers and ser-
vants. In our different circumstances and from our different 
backgrounds, each one of us is called to play our part, in 
Faith, in bringing and being Good News to our neighbours in 
these strange times, whilst remaining confident through it 
all. May these great Saints help us today to fulfil our calling. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent 
de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Brenda, Anne, Patrick (age 
7), David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, 
Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, Clifford, Mrs 
Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr 
Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, 
Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Co-
lette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, 
Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, 
Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kath-
leen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, 
Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Mar-
garet, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, 
Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, 
Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, 
John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, 
Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, 
Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Alphon-
sus, Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Arthur, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Bill Stone, Joe Grindrod, Lucy Chukwu, Joan 
King, Janus Coucill, Camilla Hanley, Bill Kershaw, Marjorie 
Shepley, George Boland, Anita Powell, Harvey Ratcliffe. 

Anniversaries: Barbara Banks, Albert yates, Bernard Crow-
ley, Mary Croft. 

Remembrance: John Potter, Thomas Scanlon, Felix 
McLernon, John McGuinness Snr, Charles, Agnes and Ann 
Geeney, Marie Payne, William and Lilian Hindley, Ethel Fran-
cis, Joseph Francis. 

We also pray: for an end to racism in all its forms, for our 
schools and all our families, especially our First Communion 
children. We pray  for all our healthcare workers, for world 
leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the 
Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, 
for Sr Annie and her projects in Syria, in thanksgiving, for 
the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residen-
tial homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a num-
ber of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/churches-opening-for-private-prayer/
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/64z5cb20Ld1Z


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries after reopening to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

MASS TIMES WHEN WE BEGIN AGAIN 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 
(usually with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments are normally served after Sunday morning Mass 

at both churches 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual times: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.45am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(again, these are currently suspended) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny when we begin again 

REVERSE SIDE of the NEWSLETTER 
The pre-printed side of the Newsletter, from Redemptorist 
Publications, can be viewed and downloaded HERE and also 
the “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE. 

FAMILY IS SACRED—Webinar on Thursday 
“Family is Sacred” is a course to support and enrich Marriage 
& Family life and strengthen the Domestic Church.  Anyone 
over 18 is welcome to attend. The introductory session will 
include an overview of the course, small group discussion and 
plans to offer this course around the diocese. This will take 
place by Zoom Webinar on Thursday 9th July, 7:30pm-9:00pm. 
Register your free place by emailing: 
hope@dioceseofsalford.org.uk. (Zoom details to follow)  

BIG SLEEP-IN—Webinar on Friday 
Home Truths: Re-imagining A World Without Homelessness. 
7.30 pm Friday 10th July. The webinar on the night of the Big 
Sleep In is open to everyone who cares about homelessness 
and not just those who are taking part in the Big Sleep In. 
Find out about what is happening in our Diocese to address 
homelessness and how we can all play our part in reaching 
out to help the most vulnerable in our communities. Panellists 
include Bishop John Arnold; Eamonn O’Neal (High Sheriff of 
Greater Manchester); Mark Wiggin (Director, Caritas Salford) and 
Lorraine Cumbo (Operations Manager, Cornerstone Day Centre). 
To register for the webinar now go to https://app.livestorm.co/
p/f4379b0e-e439-432a-b510-137ba3d6b35a.  

NO BANK HOLIDAY MASS at WARDLEY CEMETERY 
The usual Mass at Wardley which would have taken place 
on August 31st has been cancelled for this year, because of 
the uncertainty around restrictions on gatherings. 

                 20th/21st June 2020  
This week we pray for: the people of  
the parish of St. Cuthbert, Withington, and for Fr Brendan 
Curley, their parish priest. We pray for the parish primary 
school and for the Manchester L’Arche community. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

SUPPORTING the PARISH and OTHER CHARITIES 
For those who are able and who wish, the Diocese has set 
up a simpler way for donations to be made to any parish or 
to any of the diocesan charities, by following this link on the 
Diocesan website. Thank you to all those who have already 
sent in envelopes or set up new standing orders—this is 
greatly appreciated. Once again, please do not look upon this 
as any form of pressuring you for money. It is simply given so 
that those who wish to donate can do so more easily. For 
those who would like to support the CAFOD Coronavirus 
appeal, please visit:  cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal. 

BAPTISMS and CONFESSIONS 
As we move towards the possibility of public services re-
suming in a safety-controlled manner, firstly at Holy Cross 
and then we hope, not too far in the future, at St Mary’s as 
well,  we will be announcing more about Baptisms and also 
the possibility of the Sacrament of Reconciliation in Email 
Updates. If you are not signed up for these, this can now 
also be done via our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 
Please bear with us, as you have done so wonderfully so far, 
as we take these small steps. We have rigorous guidelines 
both from Bishops’ Conference and from our own diocese, but 
everything must be interpreted with great care to take into 
account our different buildings and different communities. 
Parishes are also affected by the circumstances of individual 
priests who may have underlying health conditions. 

Calendar for This Week 
Monday—Friday:  We will continue to stream our weekday Masses at 10.00am each day on our Facebook Live page 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: Holy Cross Church will be open for private prayer from 3.00-6.00pm 

Saturday (daytime) We will aim to stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 

Saturday (evening): At 5.00pm we aim to stream Sunday’s Mass, and a higher quality video of the recording should be 
   available on our YouTube channel, and via the “Daily Mass” page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/SM28JuneA4.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look28Jun2020.pdf
mailto:hope@dioceseofsalford.org.uk?subject=Family%20is%20Sacred
https://app.livestorm.co/p/f4379b0e-e439-432a-b510-137ba3d6b35a
https://app.livestorm.co/p/f4379b0e-e439-432a-b510-137ba3d6b35a
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/supporting-your-parish-financially/
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Coronavirus-appeal
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/64z5cb20Ld1Z
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/64z5cb20Ld1Z
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sunday-mass

